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The suburbanization of the Postwar American gain a rapidly development, and 
this is also a period in which Shopping malls spring up continuously and become 
more and more perfect. Along with the growing prosperity of the shopping malls and 
the development and expansion of the suburbs, the relations among them become one 
of focuses people paid attention to. 
Chicago is America's third largest city, the city finished the conversion of 
traditional urbanization to new urbanization in the post-war . And this transformation 
is accompanied with the rapid evolution of the suburban shopping malls. Among these 
shopping malls the Randhurst and the Woodefield of the northwest suburb of Chicago 
gain a reputation of shopping paradise across the America . Take the Mount Prospect 
and the Schaumburg in which the shopping malls locate for example, this thesis 
analyses the connection between the growth of the northwest suburb of Chicago and 
the development of the shopping malls, and makes an investigation of the role played 
by the shopping malls in the suburbanization and the development of the city, and 
then tries to conclude the instructive experience for the progress of shopping malls 
and cities in our country. 
This thesis can be divided into 6 parts as follows: 
The introduction surveys the related academic literature on shopping mall 
researches both from china and abroad, and mainly introduces the researches about 
the relations between the shopping malls and the development of the suburbs. Part 1 
introduces the general condition of development of the suburbs and the shopping 
malls in America. Part2 briefly describe the general situation of the northwest suburb 
of Chicago and summarizes the early history of the Mount Prospect and the 
Schaumburg. Part3 relates and analyze the evolution of Mount Prospect and the 
Schaumburg before their shopping malls establish, and point out that the original 
development of suburbs is the premise of the rise of shopping malls. On the basis of 
the growth of the Mount Prospect and the Schaumburg after the establishment of 















of the suburbs. Part5 describes the transformation of Randhurst and Woodfield in the 
new tendency of the development of shopping malls, and analyzes the influence of 
this change for the northwest suburb of Chicago. The conclusion emphasizes the 
lessons that shopping malls in development needs to learn from, at the same time 
analyzes the significance of the experience of the northwest suburb of Chicago for the 
development of shopping malls and cities. 
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